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Fourteen Off-Road Vehicle Fatalities Statewide:
Georgia Troopers Urge Caution with ATVs, Golf

Carts, and MPOHYVs

(ATLANTA, GA) - With the summer season in full swing, the
Georgia Department of Public Safety (DPS) is reminding
everyone to stay safe when using multipurpose off-highway
vehicles (MPOHVs), all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), low-speed
vehicles (LSVs), and golf carts.

Between January 1 through June 20, 2025, the Georgia State
Patrol investigated 42 crashes involving MPHOVs and ATVs,
resulting in 13 fatalities (14 statewide) and 64 serious injuries
(114 statewide) on Georgia's roadways. Of the 14 fatalities,
eight involved MPOHVs and six were ATVs.

One tragic incident occurred on May 31, in Southeast
Georgia, when a 16-year-old passenger on an ATV was killed
after the vehicle left the road and hit a tree. Another fatal
crash occurred when a 39-year-old driver was found
deceased under an overturned MPOHYV on private property
in Middle Georgia on June 17, 2025.



“These vehicles can be fun and useful on trails, private land,
and designated county roads. But they come with serious
risks——especially’when not operated safely,” said Colonel
William W. Hitchens IIl, Commissioner of the Georgia
Department of Public Safety.

On December 1, 2023, the Motor Vehicle Division of the
Georgia Department of Revenue implemented the
voluntary registration of multipurpose off-highway vehicles
(MPOHVs) for use on county roads and began issuing metal
license plates. Registered MPOHVs must have features
specifically intended for utility use and meet several
specifications. MPOHVs can only be driven on county roads
and may cross city streets or state highways. Requirements
for registration exclude vehicles with straddle seats, such as
dirt bikes, three-wheelers, four-wheelers (ATVs), and any
other vehicles with handlebar steering, straddle seats, or
less than four wheels. Unregistered MPOHVS may continue
to use vehicles solely for off-road purposes.

The Department of Public Safety encourages all drivers and
riders of these vehicles to learn and follow the safety
guidelines recommended for each. Keep in mind, all
applicable traffic laws are subject to the same insurance
requirements and moving violations as other vehicles, such
as driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and
distracted driving.



NOTE: The attached spreadsheet explains the different
types of off-highway, all-terrain, and low-speed vehicles,
including golf carts and personal transportation vehicles,
and their requirements.
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Key Differences Between Vehicles
(MPOHVs, ATVs, Golf Carts, LSVs, and PTVs)

Feature Multi-Purpose All-Terrain Golf Cart Low Speed Personal
Off-Highway Transportation
(PTV)

Definition Four-wheeled Four-wheeled, A small vehicle - A motor vehicle thatis = A PTV is a golf cart or
motorized - motorized vehicles | designed primarily | more equipped than | similar style low-

| vehicle with specifically utilized | to carry golfers and | a golf cart, designed | speed vehicle (LSV).
; | features for off-road oron | their equipment forlow-speed fravel | Requirements for
‘ | specifically  private dirt roads, | around a golf | on some public roads. ' these vehicles may
! infended for ' not on public dirt | course. - be subject to

' utility. Can be ' roads, paved ' change by local

' driven on and roads, or ordinance.
| offroad. highways. . _ T—
Age Must be 16 years | Must be 16 years | Must be at least 12 - Must be at least 16 ' Must be 16 or older
‘ old, withavalid | old to operate ' years old and - years old, with a valid | with a valid driver's
|  driver'slicense alone. Those under follow allrulesof driver's license, license, unless alocal
% - and proof of 16 must have adult | the road. Drivers provide proof of | ordinance permits

“ insurance. ' supervision. under 16 need insurance, and abide  driving without one if
| j - adulf supervision, by all applicable licensed before
! : ‘ unless they're 15 traffic laws. January 1, 2012,

with a permit—they
BT Ty : - : can drive alone. S| Ry, SR S
| Speed Operates Can operate ata | Typically limitedto | Must be able to - Maximum speed of 20 |
| between 25 miles | variety of speeds. | 15-20 mph. obtain at least 20 mph | mph.
' per hour and 65 on a flat surface
miles per hour. within one mile. Top |

ST E— | — | L |speedof25mph. | o
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Legal for - Street-legal if Noft street legal Generally, not Streef-legal onroads = Authorized only on
Street Use registered, under any street-legal; with posted speed roadways where the
' | insured, and circumstances. This = primarily used on limits of 35 mph orless | speed limit is 25 mph
equipped includes dirt roads = golf courses and in many jurisdictions, | orless.
| properly. Not . that are not - private paths. | following specific E
' allowed on ‘ private property. regulations. |
| municipal streefs | Recommended | } ‘

(inside city limits) | notto fravelon |

.~ or State | any paved roads.
' Routes/US
2 ~ Highways. P e e el R I TR At O T T i b L e
Safety Uses a steering Wear a DOT- Minimal; may Equipped with Lighting requirements
Features wheel for steering | certified helmet. include basic lights, = additional safety are the same as
control. Contains | Also turn signals, and a | features such as seat | other motor vehicles.
a non-straddle recommended horn. belts, headlights, turn
| seat. Must be | equipment signals, mirrors, and
‘ equipped with includes gloves, a VIN,

' headlights, brake | long pants,
lights, taillights, a ' goggles, and long

rearview mirror, sleeves.
L | andsafetybelts. —— R — -
' Regulations  Must have a No license or No license or Driver's license Driver's license
. driver's license. registration is | registration is required; must register | required unless
Registration and | required since it ' required in most the vehicle; provide exempt by local
- insurance are ' cannot beused | cases. - proof of insurance; - ordinance. Insurance
- required for - on public roads. . and abide by all - and registration are
- highway use, but | i ' applicable traffic - not required if
' noft for off-road ‘ laws. ~ electric but are
L Reshledi g Sr Svgaune s i s B RS B i siicdiiedificosies =
Usage Can transport Specifically utilized = Mainly for Can be used for short | Can be used for short
persons or cargo | for off-road or on recreational use on  commutes, running commutes, running
or both. private dirt roads golf courses or errands, and errands,
and designated within closed transportation within and transportation
trails. communities. and around gated within and around
‘ communities, resorts, gated communities,

or urban areas that resorfs, or urban
have adopted alocal | areas that have
ordinance. adopted alocal
ordinance.



