Current Maine Laws Related to Non-conforming Vehicles
29A MRSA, Section 101, sub-section 3. Definition of Antique auto.  
"Antique auto" means an automobile or truck manufactured in or after model year 1916 that is:  
A. More than 35 years old or is 35 years old or less and more than 25 years old and was registered in the State as an antique vehicle prior to January 2025;   
B. Equipped with an engine manufactured either at the same time as the vehicle or to the specifications of the original engine;   
C. Substantially maintained in original or restored condition primarily for use in exhibitions, club activities, parades or other functions of public interest;   
D. Not used as its owner's primary mode of transportation of passengers or goods;   
E. Not a reconstructed vehicle;   
F. Not an altered vehicle; and   
G. Not an off-road vehicle.   

29A MRSA, Section 101, sub-section, 32-A.  Definition of Low-speed vehicle.  
"Low-speed vehicle" means a 4-wheeled motor vehicle that is able to attain a speed of at least 20 miles per hour but not more than 25 miles per hour and is less than 3,000 pounds in unloaded weight. "Low-speed vehicle" does not include an ATV as defined in Title 12, section 13001. A low-speed vehicle must be originally manufactured and maintained in accordance with the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards as a low-speed vehicle pursuant to 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 571.500, as amended.  

29A MRSA, Section 101, sub-section 47-A.  Definition of Off-road vehicle.
"Off-road vehicle" means a motor vehicle that, because of the vehicle's design, configuration, original manufacture or original intended use, does not meet the inspection standards of chapter 15, the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, the United States Environmental Protection Agency's pollutant requirements or the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration's crash testing standards and that is not a moped or motorcycle.  

29A MRSA, Section 354. Off-road vehicles
Off-road vehicles may not be registered in accordance with this Title. Vehicles owned and operated by government entities are not subject to the provisions of this section. 


29A MRSA, Section 2080. Operation of all-terrain and off-road vehicles
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever an all-terrain vehicle or off-road vehicle is operated on a way, the vehicle and operator are subject to all provisions of this Title, except chapters 5, 7, 13 and 15. Whenever an all-terrain vehicle or off-road vehicle is operated on a way, the operator is not subject to the provisions of chapter 11, except when an all-terrain vehicle is permitted in accordance with section 501, subsection 8.

29A MRSA, Section 2092. Operation of off-road vehicles.
1.  Operation prohibited.  Unless the specific type of off-road vehicle is authorized to be operated on a public way by this or any other Title, an off-road vehicle may not be operated on a public way or parking area.  
2.  Violation.  A person who operates an off-road vehicle in violation of subsection 1 commits a traffic infraction.  
3.  Government vehicles.  Vehicles owned and operated by government entities are not subject to the provisions of this section.  

29A MRSA, Section 1751. Motor vehicle inspection
1.  Inspection required.  Except as provided in this chapter or section 2307, subsection 1, a motor vehicle required to be registered in this State must have an annual inspection. A person may have a motor vehicle inspected more frequently.  

29A MRSA, Section 1756. Inspection standards
1.  Inspection standards.  Equipment subject to inspection must:  
A. Be in good working order;   
B. Be safely attached or secured to the chassis or body of the vehicle;   
C. Be mechanically safe;  
D. Not pose a hazard to the occupant of the vehicle or to the general public; and   
E. Meet the standards set forth in rules adopted by the Chief of the State Police.   

29A MRSA, Section1769. Rules
1.  Scope.  The Chief of the State Police may adopt rules:  
A. For the administration and enforcement of this chapter
B. To designate periods of time during which owners of vehicles must display or produce a certificate of inspection; and   
C. Concerning the inspection of registered special mobile equipment not ordinarily operated over the highway.  
                                                                                                                                                             Page 2 of 2
9/29/25
