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Chapter 6:
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY FIRE PREVENTION PLANS

Summary: This Chapter complements the statute and further articulates the rules that railroad companies and the Maine Forest Service will follow in the preparation of required railroad right-of-way fire prevention plans.

Section 1: Identification of Railroad right-of-way requiring prevention action

A.
All sections of railroad right-of-way will be classified in one of three categories by quarter mile segments or easily identified geographical markers.



1.
Priority 1 requires burning or other acceptable fire prevention action with a specific date for completion.



2.
Priority 2 requires some type of fire prevention action during the calendar year.



3.
Priority 3 does not require fire prevention action during the calendar year.


B.
Designated priority of right-of-way will be determined by the Fire Control Division of the Maine Forest Service using the criteria below, and joint inspections of the right of way by representatives of the Fire Control Division and representatives of the railroad.  These priorities will be reviewed and approved by the State Supervisor of Fire Control or designated staff for uniformity statewide.



Criteria for priority designation


1.
Priority 1 must contain sufficient inflammable materials likely to result in fire spread within and adjacent to the Railroad right-of‑way, and meet one or more of the following criteria within any quarter mile section.




a.
Two or more fires within the last five years.




b.
High value risks such as high value property, public safety, tree plantations, or structures.




c.
Difficulty of access to the area for fire control purposes.



2.
Priority 2 must contain sufficient inflammable materials likely to result in fire spread outside the railroad right-of-way and meet one or more of the following criteria within any quarter mile section unless it meets Priority 1 criteria:




a.
Any fire occurrence in the last five years.




b.
Any area containing inflammable materials, but not meeting the criteria for Priority 1.



3.
Priority 3 must meet one or more of the following criteria unless it meets Priority 1 or Priority 2 criteria:




a.
Not enough inflammable materials to likely result in the spread of fire outside the railroad right-of-way.




b.
Where the only acceptable method of clearance would be more detrimental to the environment or public safety than the risk of fire.




c.
The right-of-way is closely paralleled by a natural barrier to the spread of fire.




d.
Discontinued track not currently used by trains.

Section 2:
Completion Dates for Priority 1 areas will be determined by each Regional Ranger based on the following criteria:


A.
Fire records of the 5-year occurrence of fires started within the right -of-way will be summarized to determine the average or most common date that spring fires begin to occur.  This will determine a "completion date" for a specific clearance plan.


B.
Total amount of right-of-way to be cleared and the time required to complete the work.


C.
In relation to burning, each Fire Control Region will determine the beginning date each spring that snow cover and conditions would allow burning and track the number of allowable burning days based on likely fire weather conditions.


The "completion date" may be extended if a reasonable number of days have not been available to complete the job based on class day, and wind speed.  Any extension must be requested by the Railroad Co. requesting an extension through the local Ranger.  If a mechanical burner is used there should be sufficient burning days in the fall and early spring to meet a "completion date".

Section 3:
Guidelines For Allowable Burning conditions are:


A.
Minimum conditions - Class 1 day with no ongoing precipitation.


B.
Maximum conditions - Class 3 day with wind 10 mph.

Section 4:
Acceptable Methods: All priority 1 areas must be cleared by burning unless an alternative method or combination of methods is agreed to and approved in advance by the respective Regional Ranger.


A.
Burning is the most effective, and in most cases the only method, to remove flammable fuels such as grass, weeds and bushes.  Burning will be acceptable if all fine fuels are burned up to 25 feet from the nearest rail.


B.
Cutting and chipping is acceptable only where fine fuels and grass do not exist to easily support fire spread.


C.
Herbicide and soil sterilant, if used in conjunction with burning the first year, nay prohibit subsequent years' growth and temporarily eliminate the need for subsequent prevention action.  Erosion and environmental concerns may be factors to be considered by the railroad, and railroads must comply with all applicable rules, regulations and statutes.


D.
Fire breaks are an acceptable alternative to burning and in some areas more practical.  Fire breaks must be at least six (6) ft. in width cleared to mineral soil, located with outer edge of cleared strip not less than twenty-five (25) ft. from the nearest rail.

Section 5:
Acceptable Plan Format


A.
Each plan shall contain a description of action to be taken pursuant to Section 4 acceptable methods.


B.
Each plan shall contain a timetable of operations pursuant to Section 2.


C.
Each plan shall show the location of operations on a nap provided by the railroad clearly identified by mile post marker or easily identified geographical location points.


D.
Each plan must otherwise comply with the terns hereof and of any conditions imposed by the Maine Forest Service.


E.
MFS by August 1 each year will provide the priority areas for the track of each railroad company and the completion dates for each area.
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