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Chapter 2:
SPARK ARRESTER

Summary: This chapter states that the Director will approve spark arresters approved by the United States Forest Service. It also describes an efficient spark arrester and specific requirements for certain older types of power saws.

Section 1.
Approved Spark Arrester

Consistent with 12 MRSA, Section 9601, the Director will approve spark arresters certified by the United States Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. The Director finds such spark arresters to be effective in preventing the escape of sparks, carbon deposits, and other substances likely to cause fires, provided that such arresters are maintained in accordance with section 2.

Section 2.
Spark Arrester Maintenance

In order to maintain approval, equipment owners and operators of machinery equipped with an otherwise approved spark arrester must maintain their equipment so that it is in efficient operating condition. Required maintenance includes, but is not limited to, regular cleaning and replacement of defective parts. Required cleaning includes removing carbon from the equipment at least once a week.

Section 3.
Older Power Saws

Spark arresters on power saws manufactured before 1978 are subject to case by case evaluation and approval by the Director whether or not approved by the United States Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. These arresters may be approved by the Director if they meet the following criteria:


1.
The exhaust port must be covered with a screen in good condition with openings that do not exceed 0.023 inches in diameter; or


2.
The exhaust port must be so constructed as to provide for 3 points of impingement (contact) for carbon particles before they exit the arrester.

Note: For a copy of the USDA Spark Arrester Guide, contact USDA or the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.
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