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Chapter 3:
LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR ACUPUNCTURISTS

Summary: This chapter sets forth the requirements for licensure as an acupuncturist.

1.
[deleted]

1-A.
Qualification For Licensure

An applicant qualifies for licensure as an acupuncturist by meeting the eligibility requirements set forth in 32 MRSA §12512. For purposes of 32 MRSA §12512(1)(B)(1) (requirement of baccalaureate degree), an “accredited institution of higher learning” is a college or university located in the United States that has been accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education, or a college or university located in a foreign country that has achieved a similar level of recognition from its home jurisdiction.

1-B.
Application For Licensure

An applicant applies for licensure by submitting the application form prescribed by the board, the documentation required by Section 4 below, the fees required by Chapter 10, Section 5(12) of the rules of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, entitled “Establishment of License Fees,” and such additional information as the board may require. The applicant must complete the application process within 90 days from the date the application is received by the board. If the application process has not been completed within that time, the application and all supporting materials become invalid and the applicant must restart the application process by submitting a new application, supporting documents and the required fees.

2.
[deleted]
3.
[deleted]
4.
Documentation Required


1.
Generally
The applicant shall submit the documentation described in this Section as necessary to establish eligibility for licensure under 32 MRSA §12512. All documents must be submitted in the English language. An applicant who has earned a degree or has completed classroom hours or clinical experience at an educational institution outside the United States shall submit his or her transcript for evaluation to the World Education Services, Inc., Center for Educational Documentation, Inc. or other transcript analysis service that has been approved by the board, for evaluation. 


2.
Verification of 1,000 Hours of Classroom Instruction in Acupuncture and Related Subjects
As verification of classroom instruction, the board will accept an official transcript from an acupuncture school accredited by ACAOM or approved by the board that verifies the number of hours of classroom instruction.


3.
Verification of 300 Hours of Clinical Experience in Acupuncture

As verification of clinical experience, the board will accept an official transcript from an acupuncture school accredited by ACAOM or approved by the board that verifies the number of hours of clinical experience, or other communication at the discretion of the board.


4.
Verification of NCCAOM Certification
As verification of NCCAOM certification, the board will accept an official copy of the NCCAOM examination results status report verifying the certification of the applicant.


5.
Verification of Baccalaureate Degree
As verification of a baccalaureate degree, the board will accept an official transcript or a copy of a diploma.


6.
Verification of Licensure as a Registered Professional Nurse
As verification of licensure in the State of Maine as a registered professional nurse, the board will accept written or on line verification from the State Board of Nursing as to the licensure status of the applicant.


7.
Verification of Completion of Training Program and Examination as a Physician’s Assistant
As verification of completion of the training program and any competency examination required by the Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine to be qualified as a physician's assistant, the board will accept the following:



A.
Proof of passage of the Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination administered by the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor, and;



B.
An official transcript showing completion of an educational program for physician assistants or surgeon’s assistants accredited by the American Medical Association Committee on Allied Health Education and Accreditation, or the Commission for Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, or their successors, or a copy of a diploma from such a program.

8.
Verification of Passing Scores on NCCAOM Examination

The NCCAOM examination is presently the only acupuncture examination approved and accepted by the board. The applicant shall arrange for direct verification of examination results from NCCAOM; and

9.
Verification of Licensure in Other Jurisdictions
The applicant shall obtain verification of licensure status from all jurisdictions in which the applicant holds or at any time held a health care-related license.

.
5.
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6.
Acupuncture Internship

1.
Generally
An acupuncture student who meets the qualifications set forth in 32 MRSA §12511(1) may practice acupuncture under the supervision of a Maine-licensed acupuncturist in a board-approved internship program.

2.
Good Standing of Supervisor
A supervising acupuncturist must at all times during an internship maintain an active, unrestricted license and be in full compliance with any disciplinary action imposed by the board. 

3.
Legal and Ethical Responsibility of Supervisor
A supervising acupuncturist is legally and ethically responsible for the professional activities of an intern under his or her supervision.
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