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BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN PHYSICAL THERAPY

Chapter 3:
LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS

Summary: This chapter states the requirements for issuance of a license to practice physical therapy, including application, education, experience and references.

1.
General Provisions


A.
With the exception of the exam score, applications will not be accepted unless complete.


B.
Application forms or supporting documents that have been altered, defaced or compromised will not be accepted. The exam scores must be received by the board
within twelve (12) months from the date the application is received by the board. If the licensing process exceeds twelve (12) months, the application and all supporting documentation become invalid, and the applicant must restart the licensure process and submit a new application and supporting documents.


C.
Licensure Renewal. Licensees must submit complete applications for renewal of license prior to the date of expiration of licensure. A license expires on the stated date of expiration but may be renewed by the payment of a $10.00 late renewal fee in addition to the license fee for a period of 90 days after the date of expiration. The 90 day extended renewal period should not in any way be construed to permit the practice of physical therapy after the date of expiration. Licensees are responsible for notifying the board, in writing of any name or address change. Failure to receive a renewal notice in the mail does not constitute sufficient excuse for not renewing in a timely manner.


D.
Examination Scores.



1.
For applicants who took the national licensure examination on or after January 1, 1993, the passing score shall be the criterion reference score as recommended by the Federation.



2.
For applicants who took the APTA licensure examination on or after January 1, 1993, the passing score shall be the criterion reference score as recommended by the Federation.



3.
For applicants who took the APTA licensure examination before January 1, 1993, the passing score shall be 1.5 standard deviation below the national average raw score, including the total score.

2.
Applicants currently holding a license from another state in the United States


A.
The application packet will include the following:



1.
A form prescribed by the board with the appropriate fee.


2.
An official transcript which contains the school seal from an accredited school. The transcript must contain information that the degree received was in physical therapy. If that degree was obtained from a foreign school, the applicant must also:



a.
Submit written proof that the school of physical therapy education is recognized by the ministry of education in the country where the school is located. All documents will be in English or translated where applicable;



b.
Submit his or her educational credentials to an approved agency for evaluation of their equivalence to the United States trained applicant. If the applicant has graduated from an APTA accredited program, he or she is exempt from this requirement;



c.
Have attained grade equivalent to the United States grade C or higher in all professional educational course work; and



d.
Have completed a minimum of six (6) months of experience, approved by the board, as a licensed or authorized physical therapist or physical therapist assistant under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist.


3.
For foreign educated applicants, demonstration of proficiency in written and spoken English.




a.
The board will accept written verification that courses were taught in English to satisfy the requirement of proficiency in written and spoken English.




b.
If the course work was not taught in English, the applicant must attain a passing score that is recommended by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy in the following tests:





i.
The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOELF);





ii.
The Test of Spoken English for Professionals (TSE-P); and





iii.
The Test of Written English (TWE).


4.
Evidence of passing a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant examination. Evidence of examination scores must be submitted to the board directly from the testing service.


5.
One signed original professional reference letter dated within six months of the filing of the application, addressing good ethical and competent professional conduct from one of the following individuals: a previous employer; an academic and/or clinical instructor; or a medical licensed professional peer. The individual providing the reference must: print or type her/his name, list her/his current home or employment address and her/his current home or work telephone number;


6.
Verification of the applicant’s licensure status from each state where the applicant holds or has ever held a license;


7.
Accurate information relevant to all names the applicant may have had prior to filing an application with the board. The applicant shall also immediately notify the board, in writing, of any subsequent changes of name and/or address.

3.
Application for Licensure by Examination


A.
Application will be on a form prescribed by the board with the appropriate fees.



1.
Be a graduate of a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant educational program which is accredited by:




a.
An agency recognized by the United States Commissioner of Education; and/or




b.
Post-Secondary Accreditation; and




c.
Approved by the board.


B.
The application packet will include the following:



1.
An official transcript which contains the school seal from an accredited school. The transcript must contain information that the degree received was in physical therapy. If that degree was obtained by a foreign school, the applicant must also:



a.
Submit written proof that the school of physical therapy education is recognized by the ministry of education in the country where the school is located. All documents will be in English or translated where applicable;



b.
Submit his or her educational credentials to an approved agency for evaluation of their equivalence to the United States trained applicant. If the applicant has graduated from an APTA accredited program, he or she is exempt from this requirement;



c.
Have attained grade equivalent to the United States grade C or higher in all professional educational course work; and



d.
Have completed a minimum of six (6) months of experience, approved by the board, as a licensed or authorized physical therapist or physical therapist assistant under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist.



2.
Foreign educated applicants must demonstrate proficiency in written and spoken English.




a.
The board will accept written verification that courses were
taught in English to satisfy the requirement of proficiency in written and spoken English.




b.
If the course work was not taught in English, the applicant must attain a passing score that is recommended by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy in the following tests:





i.
The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOELF);





ii.
The Test of Spoken English for Professionals (TSE-P); and





iii.
The Test of Written English (TWE).



3.
One signed original professional reference letter, dated within six months of the filing of the application, addressing, good ethical and competent professional conduct from one of the following individuals: previous employers; academic and/or clinical instructors; or a medical licensed professional peer. The individual providing the reference must: print or type her/his name; list her/his current home or employment address; and their current home or work telephone number.



4.
Accurate information relevant to all names the applicant may have had prior to filing an application with the board. The applicant shall also notify the board, in writing, of any subsequent changes of name and/or address immediately.
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