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BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

Chapter 1:
DEFINITIONS AND ADVISORY RULINGS

Summary: This chapter defines certain professional terms used throughout the Board’s rules and describes the Board's procedures for issuance of advisory rulings.

1. Definitions.
A.
Contact hour. A "contact hour" is 50 minutes of participation in a continuing education activity described in Chapter 4. 
B.
In good standing. “In good standing” means that an applicant:


1.
Has not received adverse disciplinary action against his or her license to practice veterinary medicine in any state in which he or she has been or is currently licensed. Adverse disciplinary action includes, but is not limited to: fines, reprimands, suspensions, revocations, license limitations, consent agreements, and/or voluntary surrender of a license;



2.
Has never had his or her United States Drug Enforcement Administration privileges restricted or revoked;



3.
Is not currently under investigation by another veterinary licensing authority for acts which would provide a basis for disciplinary action in this state, as determined by the Board;



4.
Has no physical or mental impairment related to drugs, alcohol, or a finding of mental incompetence by a physician that would limit the applicant’s ability to undertake the practice of veterinary medicine in a manner consistent with the safety of a patient or the public;



5.
Has not been convicted of a felony; and



6.
Has no criminal conviction record relating to an offense the circumstances of which substantially relate to the practice of veterinary medicine. Applicants who have criminal conviction records or pending criminal charges shall require appropriate authorities to provide information about the record or charge directly to the Board in sufficient specificity to enable the Board to make a determination whether the record or charge is substantially related to the practice of veterinary medicine.

2.
Advisory Rulings.

A. Authority and Scope.

The Board may issue rulings pursuant to 5 MRSA §900l concerning the applicability of any statute or rule it administers to an existing factual situation. Advisory rulings will be issued at the Board’s discretion and only upon written request. Each request will be individually reviewed to determine whether an advisory ruling is appropriate. The Board may decline to issue an advisory ruling when the question is hypothetical, there is insufficient experience upon which to base a ruling, or for any other reason the Board deems proper. Pursuant to 5 MRSA §9001 of the Administrative Procedure Act, an advisory ruling is not legally binding upon the Board.
B. Submission.

Requests for advisory rulings shall be in writing and shall set forth in detail all facts pertinent to the question. The Board may require additional information as necessary to complete a factual background for its ruling.
C. Acknowledgment.

The Board will acknowledge all requests for advisory rulings within fifteen (15) days. Within sixty (60) days of acknowledgment, the Board shall state whether a ruling will be given. Alternatively, the Board may request additional information which is necessary to determine whether an advisory ruling is appropriate.
D. Rulings.

All advisory rulings shall be in writing and shall include a statement of the facts or assumptions, or both, upon which the ruling is based. The statement shall be sufficiently detailed to allow understanding of the basis of the opinion without reference to other documents. Advisory rulings shall be signed by the Chairperson of the Board and shall be numbered in an appropriate serial manner.
E. Disposition.

Each completed advisory ruling will be mailed to the requesting party and a copy will be kept by the Board in a file or binder established for this purpose. All completed advisory rulings are public documents and shall be available for public inspection during regular business hours. In addition, the Board may otherwise publish or circulate any advisory ruling as it deems appropriate.
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