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Chapter 100
AIDS DRUG REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

SUMMARY:
The Maine AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program is being instituted to ensure equitable access to and efficient disbursement of federal and/or state funds for AZT treatment for qualifying AIDS patients.

1.
Definitions:

A.
AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) - An acquired illness of the immune system which reduces the body's ability to fight special types of infections and cancers.  The Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is the specific AIDS retrovirus which has been identified as destroying the body's immune system.  Specific diseases must be present for persons infected with HIV to be diagnosed officially as having AIDS.  In general. the diseases include unusual forms of bacterial. fungal and viral infections as well as rare cancers.

B.
AZT.  AZT means azidothymidine, brand name Retrovir, an experimental drug that has been found effective in stopping the growth of the HIV agent in AIDS patients.

C.
Low Income Individuals.  Low income individuals means those persons whose gross income does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty income guidelines.

2.
Eligibility Criteria:

A.
AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program payments for AZT treatment shall be limited to those individuals who:

1.
Have symptomatic HIV infection (AIDS and advanced AIDS related complex AM) and a history of pneumocystic carinii pneumonia, and a CD4 (T4) Lymphocte cell count of less than 400; and,

2.
Are low income individuals not covered under the State Medicaid program or any other third party payor system.

3.
Authorization of Payment:

A.
Individuals seeking payment for AZT through the AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program shall be required to submit an application to the Bureau of Social Services AIDS Service Coordinator in a form prescribed by the Bureau.

B.
The AIDS Service Coordinator shall authorize payment for AZT treatment with AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program funds for eligible individuals in the following manner:

(1)
During the initial 21 days following implementation of the program, eligible individuals who are already receiving AZT treatment will be given priority for payment.

(2)
Following the initial 21 day application period. authorization for payment will be made for eligible individuals in the order in which applications are received by the Bureau of Social Services.

C.
AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program payments shall be made on a per patient basis, and each patient shall receive the funds necessary for one year's treatment with AZT.  The number of patients authorized to receive such treatment shall be limited by the grant amount.

D.
The AIDS Service Coordinator shall maintain a waiting list of individuals who meet the AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program eligibility criteria once all grant funds have been authorized.

4.
Termination of Payments:

A.
If. during the time in which AZT treatment payments are being made under the AIDS Drug Reimbursement Program. the patient no longer meets the program eligibility criteria. for any reason. payments shall be terminated.
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