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10-144

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES



BUREAU OF HEALTH

Chapter 260:
REGULATIONS REGARDING RABIES IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR DOG LICENSURE

SUMMARY: These rules state and explain the requirements for rabies vaccination of puppies and dogs, as required for licensure. These rules are consistent with 7 M.R.S.A. Section 3922(3) and with current veterinary practice and vaccine specifications.

1.
No license shall be issued for any dog, including kennel dogs, in the State without the presentation of a valid certificate showing that the animal has been immunized against rabies, or presentation of a valid letter of exemption, as described in paragraph 5. Letters deemed not to meet the requirements of paragraph 5 must be rejected by the licensing agent.

2.
Except as hereinafter provided, the only valid certificate of immunization shall be the certificate of immunization specified by the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians in effect at the time the dog is subject to licensure or renewal of license, and authenticated by a licensed veterinarian. Certificates generated by computer systems, and containing the same information, in the same locations, shall be considered acceptable alternative certificates. The certificate must be fully completed, and must show the date of vaccine administration, and the date a booster vaccination is due (expiration date), in accordance with the manufacturer’s label for the vaccine used. Only vaccines licensed by the US Food and Drug Administration shall be used.
3.
The certificate must show that the immunization is effective at the time of licensure.
4.
For dogs vaccinated in other states, or Canadian Provinces, a certificate of immunization consistent with the requirements of the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, and authenticated by a Veterinarian licensed in that state or province, in effect at the time of licensing shall be considered acceptable. If any other certificate is presented, the owner shall be advised by the municipal clerk to present the certificate to a Maine licensed Veterinarian for authentication or for preparation of a National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians certificate.
5.
A.
A letter of exemption from vaccination may be submitted for licensure, if a medical reason exists that precludes the vaccination of the dog. Qualifying letters must be in the form of a written statement, signed by a licensed veterinarian, that includes a description of the dog, and the medical reason that precludes vaccination. If the medical reason is temporary, the letter shall indicate a time of expiration of the exemption.

B.
A dog exempted under the provisions of paragraph 5 A, above, shall be considered unvaccinated, for the purposes of 10-144 C.M.R. Ch.251, Section 7(B)(1), (Rules Governing Rabies Management) in the case of said dog’s exposure to a confirmed or suspect rabid animal.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 7 M.R.S.A., Sec. 3922(3)

EFFECTIVE DATE:


March 14, 1981

AMENDED:


January 4, 1987


October 17, 1988

EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):


May 5, 1996

AMENDED:


October 14, 2004 - filing 2004-433

April 11, 2005 – filing 2005-108
