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Chapter 349:
ETHYLENE DIBROMIDE (EDB): TOLERANCE LEVELS IN FOOD PRODUCTS

SUMMARY: This rule limits the quantity of ethylene dibromide (EDB) which may be present in certain food products. The presence of (EDB) in excess of these limits is deemed unsafe and food products containing EDB in excess of the limits are deemed to be adulterated.

1.
Purpose


The purpose of this rule is to protect public health by limiting the quantity of EDB (ethylene dibromide) which may be present in certain food products and to establish that products in which EDB is present in amounts which exceed these limits are adulterated and may not be manufactured, sold or delivered, held or offered for sale in Maine.

2.
Levels


The presence of EDB in the following types of food products at levels above those specified herein is deemed to be unsafe within the meaning of 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 2158 and 2156(1)(B).

Milled grain products intended to receive further cooking
30 ppb

Ready-to-eat products containing grains
5 ppb

Baby foods
0 ppb


Food products of the specified types containing EDB in excess of these amounts are deemed to be adulterated within the meaning of 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 2155 and 2156, and their manufacture, sale or delivery, holding or offering for sale is illegal.

3.
Applicability to milled grain products


With respect to milled grain products intended to receive further cooking, the level set by this rule does not apply to such products which are sold or delivered, held or offered for sale on the wholesale market for use in the commercial manufacture of products which, after manufacturing, will appear on the retail consumer market as a milled grain product intended for further cooking or as a ready-to-eat product. (These products on the retail consumer market are subject to this rule.)
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