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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY


DIVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES
Chapter 209:
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION OR COMMUNITY AUCTIONS
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1.
Statutory Authority


The statutory authority for Livestock Commission or Community Auctions is Chapter 207 Title 7 MRSA §1453 and §1752. These statutes grant the Commissioner the authority to make rules to protect the health of animals that are to he sold at livestock commission or community auctions.

2.
Definitions


Commissioner. The Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry or a duly authorized agent of the Commissioner.


Community or Commission Auctions. Any place where domestic animal and/or poultry are offered for private or public auction is considered to be a Commission or Community Auction.

3.
Permit


A.
Any person operating a Livestock Commission or Community Auction must obtain a written permit from the Commissioner, prior to the date of the auction, giving the specific date, time and place of the auction.


B.
Failure of any person to adhere to the rules for Livestock Commission and Community Auctions shall be just cause for the Commissioner to take action based on the authority granted in Title 7, Ch. 207, §1456.

4.
Records


A.
Records of all transactions must be kept to the extent that the Commissioner may trace any animal to the seller.


B.
1.
All animals must be backtagged with an official USDA backtag or identified as the Commissioner may direct.

2.
Backtag reports must be made weekly to the Commissioner for the period of time authorized by the permit.

5.
General Requirements

A.
All Livestock Commission or Community Auctions must be conducted in a condition satisfactory to the Commissioner.

B.
No domestic animals or poultry originating in quarantined herds or flocks shall be allowed on any auction premises.

C.
No animals having positive blood test for brucellosis, tuberculosis, pseudorabies, bluetongue and/or Equine Infectious Anemia shall be sold through any auction.

6.
Disclosure of Information


A.
Any person conducting a Licensed Commission or Community Auction must provide, on request, prospective buyers with identification of any animals intended by the previous owner to the sold for slaughter.

7.
Penalties


A.
Whoever violates any provision of this rule, unless a specific penalty or forfeiture is provided for, shall be guilty of a class E crime.
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