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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY
Chapter 50:
RULES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF INSUFFICIENT VETERINARY SERVICES

SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes rules for the determination of insufficient veterinary service areas in accordance with 20‑A M.R. S.A. §12107. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry has determined that there are an insufficient number of veterinary practitioners in the veterinary specialty of large animal care. The number of practitioners available to either practice or provide large animal service is diminishing as the overall number of farms decrease. However, there remains a need for such practitioners throughout Maine. From time to time, there are also an insufficient number of practitioners in certain geographic areas. Identification of the following insufficient veterinary service areas will mitigate these concerns by enabling veterinarians who practice in these areas to receive forgiveness of loans received pursuant to the Access to Medical Education and Health Professions Loan Programs.
1.
DEFINITIONS

1.
Commissioner: "Commissioner" of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry or his designee.

2.
Insufficient Veterinary Services: "Insufficient Veterinary Services" means an insufficient number of practitioners of veterinary medicine in either a veterinary specialty or a geographic area, as further set forth in this rule.

3.
Large Animal: "Large animal" means cattle, oxen, equine, swine, sheep, goat, llama, alpacas, bison and/or cervids.

4.
Practicing Veterinarian: "Practicing veterinarian” means a veterinarian who is licensed to practice veterinary medicine in Maine in accordance with 32 M.R.S.A. §4860.
2.
INSUFFICIENT VETERINARY SERVICE AREAS

1.
Large animal veterinary services in any Maine community or unorganized territory;

2.
The following Maine municipalities are underserved: Cherryfield, Danforth, Fort Kent, Greenville, Jackman, Kingfield, Lincoln, Madawaska, Rangeley, Sherman Mills, and Van Buren.
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