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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY


OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

Chapter 30:
QUARANTINE (POTATO)

I.
REGULATED COMMODITIES


Regulated commodities include potato tubers, used containers, bags, machinery, and implements.

II.
CONTROLLED PESTS


A.
Columbia Root Knot Nematode (Meloidogyne chitwoodi).



1.
The following areas are controlled under these rules as either quarantine or regulated areas.




a.
Quarantine areas. Quarantine areas shall consist of the states of Oregon, Washington and Idaho; the county of Humboldt of the State of Nevada; the counties of Siskiyou and Modoc of the State of California; the county of Rio Grande of the State of Colorado; the county of Iron of the State of Utah; the county of Westmoreland in Virginia.




b.
Regulated areas. Regulated areas shall consist of all areas within the states of California and Nevada lying outside of and distinct from the quarantine areas of these states defined in paragraph I.A.1.a.


B.
Bacterial ring rot (Clavibacter michiganense pv. sepedonicum or Corynebacterium sepedonicum).



1.
Bacterial ring rot is a quarantined plant disease. Regulated commodities infected by or contaminated with this disease may not enter the State regardless of the area of origin.

III.
IMPORT REQUIREMENTS


A.
Columbia Root Knot Nematode. Potato tubers from quarantine or regulated areas unless exempted under section V, shall not enter Maine except in compliance with the following:



1.
Seed and Processing potatoes from a quarantine area. Seed potatoes or potatoes intended for processing produced in areas designated as quarantine areas shall not be allowed to be transported into the State of Maine.



2.
Seed and Processing potatoes from a regulated area. Seed potatoes or potatoes intended for processing produced in areas designated as regulated areas may be admissible if such produce is certified as not exceeding a 0% tolerance for the presence of controlled pests and such produce is certified as having been produced in an area declared free of the controlled pests. Such certification shall be by virtue of negative results of official surveys of representative samples of appropriate plant parts of host plants and/or appropriate soil samples within the county in which the seed potatoes were produced.



3.
Tablestock. Potatoes intended for purposes of consumption shall be allowed entrance into the State of Maine only if:




a.
The potatoes have been washed.




b.
There is no evidence of surface or internal defects caused by the controlled pests;




c.
The potatoes have been treated with a sprout inhibitor when shipped during the period between February 1st and May 30th of each year; and




d.
The potatoes have been packed in consumer bags.


B.
Bacterial ring rot. Potato tubers infected by or contaminated with bacterial ring rot shall not be allowed to be transported into the State of Maine.


C.
Used machinery and implements. Used machinery and implements employed in the planting, cultivating, harvesting, packaging or transportation of potato tubers contaminated with a controlled plant pest or from areas designated as quarantine or regulated areas shall not be allowed entry, except if it is rendered free of soil and related debris, is washed and thoroughly disinfected prior to shipment or transport into the State of Maine, and is accompanied by a statement of cleaning and disinfection issued by the official certification agency in the area of origin.


D.
Used bags and containers. Used bags or other containers employed in the planting, harvesting, packaging or transportation of potato tubers contaminated with a controlled pest from areas designated as quarantine or regulated areas shall not be allowed entry into the State of Maine.

IV.
EXEMPTIONS


All processed potatoes are exempt from this chapter.

V.
IMPORT AUDIT


Any of the plant materials described under Section I may be subject to a detailed import audit examination at time of arrival in the State of Maine. Samples may be drawn at random from selected consignments of regulated articles.


Consignments found to be infested with the controlled pests will be placed in detention pending appropriate quarantine action. No further consignment of such infested material will be permitted entry from the origins of such material.

VI.
VIOLATIONS


Any person violating any of the provisions of any quarantine issued by the Commissioner shall be guilty of a Class E crime.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 7 M.R.S.A. §§ 2301 - 2303

EFFECTIVE DATE:

September 1, 1982

AMENDED:

May l, 1991

EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):

May 4, 1996
CONVERTED TO MS WORD:


August 15, 2005

CORRECTIONS:


February, 2014 – agency names, formatting

