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Forest Society of MaineForest Society of Maine
What we do

Conservation of Maine's forestlands to sustain the Conservation of Maine's forestlands to sustain the 
economic, ecological, cultural, and recreational economic, ecological, cultural, and recreational 
values of the Maine woods.values of the Maine woods.



Forest Society of MaineForest Society of Maine

Focus efforts to promote conservation of Focus efforts to promote conservation of 
functional, working forest landscapes with multiple functional, working forest landscapes with multiple 
social and ecological values.social and ecological values.

How we do it



730,284 ac CE Held
Ranging from 26 ac – 359,000 ac



Approximately:
50,000 – 75,000 ac



Over
2 million ac



Conservation EasementsConservation Easements

What are they?What are they?
–– Legally binding deed restrictionsLegally binding deed restrictions
–– Defines limits/guidelines or terminates certain property rights Defines limits/guidelines or terminates certain property rights 
–– Methods of creationMethods of creation

Donated, Purchased, RegulatoryDonated, Purchased, Regulatory

Partnership between landowner and easement holderPartnership between landowner and easement holder
Tailored to the property and the goals of the projectTailored to the property and the goals of the project



Conservation EasementsConservation Easements

What is a What is a ““Working Forest EasementWorking Forest Easement”” ??
–– Wide variety of restrictionsWide variety of restrictions

NOT EVERY EASEMENT IS THE SAME!!!!NOT EVERY EASEMENT IS THE SAME!!!!

–– Most basic conservation Most basic conservation 
easements restrict or easements restrict or 
eliminate development rights eliminate development rights 
and include certain other and include certain other 
prescriptive measures.prescriptive measures.



Conservation EasementsConservation Easements

What is a What is a ““Working Forest EasementWorking Forest Easement”” ??
–– Wide variety of restrictionsWide variety of restrictions

NOT EVERY EASEMENT IS THE SAME!!!!NOT EVERY EASEMENT IS THE SAME!!!!

–– Most complex conservation Most complex conservation 
easements define goals for easements define goals for 
management such as management such as 
biodiversity, wildlife habitat, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, 
recreational uses, etc.recreational uses, etc.



Conservation EasementsConservation Easements

Who holds Easements?Who holds Easements?
–– Private nonPrivate non--profit land trustsprofit land trusts

Specialized FocusSpecialized Focus

–– State agenciesState agencies
–– Federal agenciesFederal agencies



Easement ComponentsEasement Components

Baseline DocumentationBaseline Documentation
StewardshipStewardship
Landowner Relations and ReportingLandowner Relations and Reporting



Easement StewardshipEasement Stewardship
TYPICAL COMPONENTS:TYPICAL COMPONENTS:

Ground visitsGround visits



Easement StewardshipEasement Stewardship
TYPICAL COMPONENTS:TYPICAL COMPONENTS:

Annual flightsAnnual flights



Easement StewardshipEasement Stewardship
TYPICAL COMPONENTS:TYPICAL COMPONENTS:

Annual MeetingsAnnual Meetings

Planned Harvests

Completed Activities

Harvest Volume Reporting



Easement StewardshipEasement Stewardship
TYPICAL COMPONENTS:TYPICAL COMPONENTS:

GIS AnalysisGIS Analysis

½ Mile 
Buffers



Easement StewardshipEasement Stewardship
TYPICAL COMPONENTS:TYPICAL COMPONENTS:

Remote sensing (for larger easements)Remote sensing (for larger easements)



Grantor ResponsibilityGrantor Responsibility

Operate within the terms of the EasementOperate within the terms of the Easement
Follow all lawsFollow all laws



Grantee ResponsibilityGrantee Responsibility

Work with landowner to ensure terms are being Work with landowner to ensure terms are being 
metmet
Be PROACTIVEBe PROACTIVE



ConclusionsConclusions

There will be more acres under Easement in the futureThere will be more acres under Easement in the future
Excellent tool to maintain values of MaineExcellent tool to maintain values of Maine’’s Forestss Forests
A great option for both large and small scale A great option for both large and small scale 
ownershipsownerships
–– Landowners interested in incomeLandowners interested in income
–– Tax incentives continue to favor landowners willing to Tax incentives continue to favor landowners willing to 

donate easementsdonate easements
–– Maintain your values for management for perpetuityMaintain your values for management for perpetuity



THANKSTHANKS

JAKE@FSMAINE.ORG


