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UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 94-270
AGENCY: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
CONTACT PERSON: Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: Revised schedule for independent expenditure reports adopted through emergency rule on August 26, 2010 (in effect for 90 days).

2010-2011 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 1: Procedures

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 1 M.R.S.A. §1003(1)

PURPOSE: Chapter 1 describes the nature and operation of the Commission and establishes procedures by which its actions will be governed. The chapter includes provisions on meetings of the Commission, the procedures by which the Commission reviews disclosure reports and initiates investigations, reporting of campaign contributions and expenditures, communications by Commission members about matters under investigation, requirements for candidates to file accelerated reports, reporting requirements for independent expenditures, ballot question campaign activity by persons other than political action committees, and lobbyist contributions to Legislators.

The Commission may amend its rules to clarify those services received by a candidate and expenditures by others which constitute an in-kind contribution to the candidate; state that when campaigns sell promotional items, the full amount of proceeds received by the campaign constitutes a contribution; modifies the definition of "express advocacy" to include communications that are susceptible of no reasonable interpretation other than as an appeal to vote for or against a clearly identified candidate; and amends the reporting schedule for independent expenditures.

EXPECTED SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: By June 2011.

AFFECTED PARTIES: Political candidates, political action committees, political party committees, ballot question committees, contributors to campaigns, lobbyists, and Legislators.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: None expected.

